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INTRODUCTION 

 

The collections of the Austin History Center contain valuable research materials that document the 
lives and cultures of Native American persons and groups. The materials in this resource guide are 
arranged by collection unit. Within each collection unit, items are arranged in shelf-list order.  
 
 

 

 

 

The purpose of the Austin History Center is to provide customers with information about the history and current 
events of Austin and Travis County by collecting, organizing, and preserving research materials and assisting in 
their use.  
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ARCHIVES & MANUSCRIPTS COLLECTION 

The Archives and Manuscripts Collection contains primary research materials about people, 
organizations, governments, and businesses in Austin and Travis County. The collections below are 
arranged by call number.  For detailed information about specific collections, please refer to the 
archives finding aids located in the Reading Room. 

 

AR.1996.012 Alma Sioux Scarberry Papers, 1926-1990 
Printed material, creative works, and correspondence document the life and 
activities of Alma Sioux Scarberry. Scarberry, born Alma Sue Scarberry, was 
born in Carter County, Kentucky on June 24, 1899. She changed her name to 
Alma Sioux upon finding out that she was part Native American (of the 
Cherokee tribe). Alma Sioux spent her life as a novelist, feature and serials 
writer, newspaper reporter, script writer, lecturer, actress, poet, Broadway 
performer, singer/songwriter, commentator, publicist, teacher, patriot, 
mother, and wife. 

AR.2000.021 Otting Family Papers, 1885 – 1995 
Correspondence, military records, newspaper clippings, legal and financial 
documents and photographs document the lives of the Otting family in 
Austin, Texas from 1885 to the 1950s. Lola Otting was part Cherokee and 
was allotted land in the Cherokee Nation, Oklahoma. She had only one of her 
children (Opal) enrolled as a citizen of the Cherokee Nation. 

AR.A.002 Rebecca J. Fisher Papers, 1847 – 1923   
Correspondence, calling cards, invitations, creative works, and financial 
records document the community and political involvement of the woman 
called “The Mother of Texas.”  Some material concerns Fisher’s childhood 
capture by Comanche Indians in 1840 in Refugio County.   
 

AR.E.004 Jane Yelvington Legette McCallum Papers, 1914 – 1953 
Papers of a leader in the women’s suffrage movement in Texas; contain a 
small amount of research material on Native American Indians and 
photographs of Alabama Indians in Polk County in the 1930s. 
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OVERSIZE ARCHIVES 

The Oversized Archives is an artificial collection, consisting of items that are too large to store with 
other archives and manuscripts.  It contains certificates, posters, broadsides, diplomas, artwork, and 
other oversize documents.  The list below consists of oversize materials related to women that are 
not associated with an archival collection. 

Box 006/021 Broadside:  The Raven.  Information about Sam Houston, his adoption by Cherokee 
Indians, and portrait of him entitled, "The Raven," by Thomas Woodburn.   
Courtesy of the National Bank of Fort Sam Houston.  1974. 

Box 045/021 Drawing: Reproduction, Tonkawa Tribal Centennial, 1885-1985. 
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AUSTIN FILES – SUBJECT 

The Austin Files – Subject contain a variety of clippings, photographs, and ephemera related to 
women on a variety of topics ranging from social and cultural issues to organizations and 
neighborhoods.  An index to the subject headings listed below is available in the Reading Room. 
Please note that photographs, if available, are listed under the same subject headings as clippings 
files.  Check the subject headings index located in the Reading Room for availability. 

 

AF A5400 Archeology 
Files contain documentary material on archeological exploration in Austin and Travis 
County, some of which has uncovered Native American sites and artifacts. 

AF A8500 Austin – History 
By year: Includes articles and essays discussing the history of Native Americans in 
Austin and the surrounding area. 

AF C9060 Creeks 
General (1):  Contains “The Waterways of Austin” (Mary Kennerly Cloud), which 
mentions tribes indigenous to the Austin area. 

AF  E0400 Ecology 
People in Defense of the Earth and Her Resources (PODER) (47):  A grassroots 
political organization with American Indian members, concerned with 
environmental, economic and social justice issues, especially as they relate to 
indigenous communities and communities of color.   

AF  I0400  Indians 
By year 

AF  P6150 Postcards 
Treaty Oak (56): One of fourteen trees in a grove that served as a sacred meeting 
place for Native American tribes. 

AF  T8550 Travis County - History 
General: Contains several articles and essays mentioning Native Americans in early 
Travis County history. 

AF  T9200 Treaty Oak 
By year:  Some included articles discuss history of the tree as a sacred meeting 
location for Native American tribes. 

AF Z0450 Zilker Park – Barton Springs 
By year:  Includes articles and essays discussing early use of the springs by Native 
Americans. 
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AUSTIN FILES – BIOGRAPHY 

The Austin Files – Biography contain clippings, photos, and ephemera about Austin and Travis 
County residents who have contributed to the community.  Biography clippings files and 
photographs may be found using the APL online library catalog—enter the name, along with the 
term “biography file” to narrow the search.   
 
Information about individuals buried in city operated cemeteries no later than 1998 may be found in 
the city’s interment reports which are available on microfiche in the Reading Room. 
 
 

Barrow, David B. Includes an article on Native American kitchen 
midden mounds and artifacts in Austin and the 
surrounding area. 

Cannon, William File includes limited information about William 
Cannon’s trading activities with Native 
Americans. 

Flood, George Contains collection of sketches that include 
accounts of Native American raids in the Austin 
area. 

Harrell, Jacob M.  Includes essays mentioning Native American 
attacks in early Austin history. 

Keirsey, Con Former Youth Services Supervisor for the 
Austin Police Department and member of the 
Chickasaw and Choctaw tribes. 

Mitchell, Mary Contains one newspaper article about Native 
Americans in the early history of Austin. 

O’Riley, Mary Zelma Owner, editor and publisher of Up and Down 
the Drag, of Choctaw and/or Cherokee heritage.  
Also announced run for United States President 
in 1948. 

Russell, Steve  
 

Citizen of the Cherokee Nation, writer for The 
Rag in Austin, trial judge in Austin and Travis 
County, and Associate Professor of Criminal 
Justice at Indiana University, focusing on 
criminal justice, American Indians and 
colonialism. 

Salinas, Raúl Chicano/Indigenous poet, activist, and 
bookstore owner. 
 

Smith, Cynthia Leitich Member of the Muscogee Creek Nation and 
New York Times best-selling author of young 
adult fiction featuring modern-day American 
Indians. 
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Jacoby, Anna (Ziller) Keller Contains an article describing a pre-Civil War era 
Native American raid on the Missouri House, a 
combination store and home owned by the Ziller 
family on Pecan Street (East Sixth Street).  
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GENERAL COLLECTION 

 

The General Collection contains books, pamphlets, maps and documents related to local 
government such as city reports and plans. Titles are arranged by call number.  Individual titles can 
be found by searching the APL online library catalog, FindIt. 

A 016.976431 ZE AA 
1977 

Sources of information relating to Indians in the Austin-Travis County Collection of 
the Austin Public Library, Linda Zezulka 

A 210 MO The wisdom of Oat : an American Indian philosophy, William Moss  

A 305.409764 WI Governor Ann Richards & other Texas women : from Indians to astronauts, Ruthe 
Winegarten 

A 305.409764 WI Texas women : a pictorial history : from Indians to astronauts, Ruthe Winegarten 

A 305.897 AN Annual American Indian heritage festival and pow-wow, Austin Independent 
School District 

A 305.897 HA AA All mankind is one : a study of the disputation between Bartolome de Las Casas and 
Juan Gines de Sepulveda in 1550 on the intellectual and religious capacity of the 
American Indians, Lewis Hanke 

A 306.089975 WA AA Let's look inside a tepee : words and pictures, Betsy Warren 

A 306.0979 GR Growing old at Willie Nelson's picnic and other sketches of life in the Southwest, 
Ronald B. Querry 

A 338.3729735 RO The buffalo hunters, Charles M. Robinson 

A 342.7640872 UN Letter from the Secretary of War, communicating his views in relation to the bill (S. 
165) to reimburse the state of Texas for expenses incurred in repelling invasions of 
Indians and Mexicans, United States. War Dept. 

A 356.167 ST Texas Ranger Indian War pensions, Robert W. Stephens 

A 357.1830973 AR Jeff Davis's own : cavalry, Comanches, and the battle for the Texas frontier, James 
R. Arnold 

A 370.9764 AU76S 1954 
v.2 

Austin's schools, 1881-1954 : origin, growth, future, Austin Public Schools 
(Austin, Tex.)  

A 398.2 BO The sky is my tipi, Mody Coggins Boatright 

A 398.2 DE The legend of the bluebonnet : an old tale of Texas, Tomie De Paola  

A 398.2 RE A teacher's guide to Who speaks for Wolf, Rita Reynolds-Gibbs  

A 398.2 SP AP Who speaks for Wolf : a native American learning story as told to Turtle Woman 
Singing by her father, Sharp-eyed Hawk, Paula Underwood Spencer  

A 398.2 T3128 Southwestern lore, Texas Folklore Society 

A 398.2 TE From hell to breakfast, Mody Coggins Boatright 

A 398.208 RO How Rabbit tricked Otter and other Cherokee trickster stories, Gayle Ross 

A 398.208997 AB AA How the critters created Texas, Francis Edward Abernethy 

A 398.208997 DE The legend of the Indian paintbrush, Tomie De Paola 

A 398.209 AN AP Anazazi woman, Karla Margaret Andersdatter 

A 398.20972 AI Mexican folktales from the borderland, Riley Aiken 

A 571 TE and A 571 
UN 

Annual report of WPA and the University of Texas archaeological research : Lake 
Buchanan, 1936-1937, University of Texas at Austin. Bureau of Research 
in the Social Sciences 
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A 572.897 JA Picture-writing of Texas Indians, A.T. Jackson 

A 582.16 FA Famous Trees of Texas, John A. Haislet 

A 739.227861 SW Sweat of the sun, Virginia Bedinger 

A 759.13 P448N German artist on the Texas frontier, Friedrich Richard Petri, William Wilmon 
Newcomb 

A 810 MA Indian wars of Texas, Mildred P. Mayhall 

A 810 WA Indians who lived in Texas, Betsy Warren 

A 810 WH Experiences of a special Indian agent, Eugene E. White 

A 810.54 GO AA Breeds, Roxy Gordon 

A 811 SP The promise kept, Kurth Sprague 

A 811.54 RA Indio trails : a Xicano odyssey through Indian country, Raulrsalinas   
A 813 SM AA Rain is not my Indian name, Cynthia Leitich Smith 

A 813 SMI AA Indian shoes, Cynthia Leitich Smith 

A 813.54 BE AA The Pecos River, Frederic Bean 

A 813.54 FO AA Quanah, the Serpent Eagle, Paul Foreman 

A 813.54 LA AA Tadpole Taylor, Keo Felker Lazarus 

A 813.54 ME Where the broken heart still beats, Carolyn Meyer 

A 813.54 MI Comanche captive : you are there, Bryce Milligan 

A 813.54 RE Comanche sundown : a novel, Jan Reid 

A 813.54 RU AA Dove dream, Hendle Rumbaut 

A 813.54 SH Comanche Song, Janice Jordan Shefelman 

A 813.54 SH AA The borderland : a novel of Texas, Edwin Shrake 

A 813.54 SH AA A mare for Young Wolf, Janice Jordan Shefelman 

A 813.54 SH AA Son of Spirit Horse, Janice Jordan Shefelman 

A 813.54 SH AA Spirit of iron, Janice Jordan Shefelman 

A 813.54 SH AA Young Wolf’s first hunt, Janice Jordan Shefelman 

A 813.54 SH AA Young Wolf and Spirit Horse, Janice Jordan Shefelman 

A 813.54 TE AA Theo : the Indian fighter, Wells Teague 

A 818.54 BR AA A ballad of the West : Seekers of the fleece ; Lakota, Bobby Bridger 

A 917.6 RA South of forty : from the Mississippi to the Rio Grande : a bibliography, Jesse Lee 
Rader 

A 917.64 BA Twenty-seven years on the Texas frontier, William Banta 

A 917.64 MA AA A president's country : a guide to the Hill Country of Texas, Jack Maguire 

A 917.64035 CR Autobiography of John Creaton, John Creaton 

A 917.641 AU When Grandad fought the Indians : a tourist guide to points of interest in Central 
Texas, Austin Chamber of Commerce (Tex.) 

A 917.6431 WH When Grandad fought the Indians, 2nd ed., Austin, Tex. Chamber of 
Commerce. Educational Bureau. 

A 920 BR Indian wars and pioneers of Texas, John Henry Brown 

A 921 C447 Jesse Chisolm, Thomas Ulvan Taylor 

A 921 H818G Sam Houston with the Cherokees, 1829-1833, Jack Gregory 

A 921 SI65 Early days in Texas : from articles printed in the Dallas News and the Galveston 
News in February 1896, Julia Lee Sinks 

A 921 T271T The Terrells, eighty-five years Texas, from Indians to atomic bomb, Charles 
Vernon Taylor 

A 970.004 NI AA Mastodon hunters to mound builders : North American archaeology, Peter Nichols 
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A 970.00497 WA Indians of Texas, Betsy Warren 

A 970.0049702 JA AA Long shadows : Indian leaders standing in the path of manifest destiny, 1600-1900, 
Jack Jackson 

A 970.0049764 ZA Learn about-- Texas Indians : a learning and activity book : color your own guide to 
the Indians that once roamed Texas, Georg Zappler 

A 970.1 AT56 The Texas Indians, Mary Jourdan Atkinson 

A 970.1 TE 1825-1843 Texas Indian papers, Dorman H. Winfrey 

A 970.1 WA I can read about Indians, Elizabeth Warren 

A 970.1 WA AA Indians of Texas, Betsy Warren 

A 970.3 GR The Last captive, A.C. Greene 

A 970.3 MA AA The Kiowas, Mildred P. Mayhall 

A 970.464 NE The Indians of Texas : from prehistoric to modern times, William Wilmon 
Newcomb 

A 970.464 RE Arrows over Texas, Robert S. Reading 

A 973.0497 MA In a barren land : American Indian dispossession and survival, Paula Mitchell 
Marks 

A 973.7464 SE The seventh star of the Confederacy : Texas during the Civil War, Kenneth Wayne 
Howell 

A 973.7464 WI The reminiscences and Civil War letters of Levi Lamoni Wight : life in a Mormon 
splinter colony on the Texas frontier, Levi Lamoni Wight 

A 973.820924 C967U Cavalier in buckskin : George Armstrong Custer and the western military frontier, 
Robert Marshall Utley   

A 975.7 GR History of the old Cheraws, Alexander Gregg, b.p. 

A 976.4 AN Texas and Texans, Adrian Anderson 

A 976.4 BA In the shadow of the Lost Pines : a history of Bastrop County and its people, 
Bastrop Advertiser 

A 976.4 BO Topographical description of Texas, George William Bonnell 

A 976.4 CA Captain James G. Swisher : Indian depredations in Texas 

A 976.4 CR It happened in Texas, James Andrew Crutchfield 

A 976.4 D745 The gentlemen in the white hats : dramatic episodes in the history of the Texas 
Rangers, C. L. (Claude Leroy) Douglas 

A 976.4 DE Border wars of Texas : being an authentic and popular, James T. DeShields 

A 976.4 FR Seventy years in Texas : memories of the pioneer days, Indian depredations and the 
northwest cattle trail, J.M. Franks 

A 976.4 HU The boy captives, J. Marvin Hunter  

A 976.4 IN The Indians of Texas and the plants they used, Texas Office of the State 
Archeologist 

A 976.4 JO Memoranda and official correspondence relating to the Republic of Texas, its history 
and annexation : including a brief autobiography of the author, Anson Jones 

A 976.4 KN V 1 Our Catholic heritage in Texas, 1519-1936, Texas Knights of Columbus 
Historical Commission 

A 976.4 LA The Papers of Mirabeau Buonaparte Lamar, Mirabeau Buonaparte Lamar 

A 976.4 MO History of Texas : from its discovery and settlement, with a description of its principal 
cities and counties, and the agricultural, mineral, and material resources of the state, 
J.M. Morphis 
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A 976.4 NE The new handbook of Texas, Ronnie C. Tyler 

A 976.4 TE The handbook of Texas, Texas State Historical Association 

A 976.4 PO The Texas Hill Country : a child's history, Stella Gibson Polk 

A 976.4 SI Archeological bibliography for the central region of Texas, Helen Simons 

A 976.4 SM696S The evolution of a state : or, Recollections of old Texas days, Noah Smithwick 

A 976.4 W884W v.1-2 A comprehensive history of Texas, 1685-1897, Dudley Goodall Wooten 

A 976.4 WI Indian depredations in Texas, J.W. Wilbarger 

A 976.4 YZ Living witness : historic trees of Texas, Ralph  Yznaga 

A 976.400497 AR Archeological impact evaluations and surveys in the Texas Department of 
Transportation's Abilene, Austin, Brownwood, Bryan, Fort Worth, Waco and 
Yoakum districts, 2001-2003, Ross C. Fields 

A 976.400497 HI The conquest of the Karankawas and the Tonkawas, 1821-1859, Kelly F. 
Himmel 

A 976.400497 IN The Indian Texans, University of Texas Institute of Texan Cultures at San 
Antonio 

A 976.400497 LA Archaeological surveys in the Texas Department of Transportation's Austin, Laredo, 
Pharr, and Yoakum districts : a final report of surveys conducted under Antiquities 
Permit 3200, W. Boone Law 

A 976.400497 LA Life among the Texas Indians : the WPA narratives, David La Vere 

A 976.400497 SH AA Indian life in Texas, Charles Shaw 

A 976.400497 SM The Indian Texans, James Smallwood 

A 976.400497 TE Bulletin of the Texas Archeological Society, Texas Archeological Society 

A 976.400975 WI  Chief Bowles of the Texas Cherokees, Dorman H. Winfrey 

A 976.401 TU A field guide to stone artifacts of Texas Indians, Ellen Sue Turner 

A 976.403 HA Early Texas Indian wars, 1822-1835, Allen G. Hatley 

A 976.40497 FO Historic native peoples of Texas, William C. Foster 

A 976.405 CO The Texas Rangers : wearing the cinco peso, 1821-1900, Mike Cox 

A 976.405092 C5424H Jesse Chisholm, ambassador of the Plains, Stan Hoig 

A 976.406 B113B In the bosom of the Comanches, Theodore Adolphus Babb 

A 976.4060924 P2277J 
AA 

Comanche moon : a picture narrative about Cynthia Ann Parker, her twenty-five 
year captivity among the Comanche Indians, and her son, Quanah Parker, the last 
chief of the Comanches, Jack Jackson 

A 976.4061092 H1468B Life of Robert Hall : Indian fighter and veteran of three great wars : also Sketch of 
Big Foot Wallace, Brazos  

A 976.41 BA History of Travis County and Austin, 1839-1899, Mary Starr Barkley 

A 976.41 BR Annals of Travis County and of the City of Austin : from the earliest times to the 
close of 1875, Frank Brown 

A 976.411 AU76BA The Anglo-American approach to the site of the city of Austin, 1820-1839, 
Charles A. Bacarisse 

A 976.411 MAB History of Manor, 1832-1872, Blanche J. Ballerstedt 

A 976.431 AR Archaeological excavation of a deeply buried Paleoindian component at the Vara 
Daniel Site (41TV1364), Travis County, Texas, David L. Nickels 

A 976.431 AU Prior to 
1839-1939 

Austin file chronological, Texas Writers’ Project 

A 976.431 BR 1985 Inventory and assessment of cultural resources at the Southland Oaks Municipal 
Utility District, Travis County, Texas, William A. Bryant  
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A 976.431 BR 1985 Inventory and assessment of cultural resources at the Village at Western Oaks 
Municipal Utility District, Travis County, Texas, William A. Bryant 

A 976.431 CO Cultural ecology of the Kenyon Rockshelter and the Cunningham Site, Canyon Creek 
Development, Travis County, Texas, Robert J. Coffman 

A 976.431 FI 1985 Inventory and assessment of cultural resources at the Cypress Mill Joint Venture 
Tract, Williamson and Travis Counties, Texas, Ross C. Fields 

A 976.431 KA Investigations of the Eckols Site (41TV528) : a stratified prehistoric terrace site on 
Barton Creek in Travis County, Texas, James William Karbula 

A 976.431 ST 1986 Inventory and assessment of cultural resources at Settler's Ridge and Wells Point 
subdivisions, Travis County, Texas, Mary L. Standifer 

A 976.4310049 MA Millican Bench (41TV163) : a multicomponent site in Travis County, Texas, 
Raymond P. Mauldin 

A 976.43101 CL Excavations at the Taylor Gaines site 41TV338, Travis County, Texas, John 
Wilburn Clark 

A 976.432 NA A cultural resources survey of the Sim Gideon--Smithville 138-KV transmission line 
rebuild project, Bastrop County, Texas, Micheal A. Nash 

A 976.487 BE Hunter-gatherer mortuary practices during the central Texas Archaic, Leland C. 
Bement 

A 976.48701 WA The Native Americans of the Texas Edwards Plateau, 1582-1799, Maria de 
Fátima Wade 

A 976.4901 AC Life in a rock shelter : prehistoric Indians of the Lower Pecos, Elaine G. Acker 

A 978 RE Pony tracks, Frederic Remington 

A 978.00497 JO Storms brewed in other men's worlds : the confrontation of Indians, Spanish, and 
French in the Southwest, 1540-1795, Elizabeth Ann Harper John 

A 978.0049745 GW Empire of the summer moon : Quanah Parker and the rise and fall of the 
Comanches, the most powerful Indian tribe in American history, S.C. Gwynne 

A 978.005 WE 1980 Western publications index : America's largest source of true stories of the Old West, 
Pat Wagner 

A 979.00497 CO Views from the Apache frontier : report on the northern provinces of New Spain, 
Jose Maria Cortes y de Olarte 

A 979.00497 DA The Indians of the Southwest. a century of development under the United States, 
Edward Everett Dale 

A VHS 813.54 FA Family stories [video recording], Angela Shelf Medearis 

Map Case R-11 New map of the state of Texas as it is in 1875, prepared expressly for Morphis’ 
History of Texas.  New York, Colton, c1847.  G.W. Colton. 
 [Inset of map shows various locations of Native American tribes in 
Texas, including the Tonkawa tribe of the Central Texas area]. 

 

 



Austin History Center Native American Resource Guide 

14 

 

RECORDING COLLECTION – AUDIO 

 

The Recording Collection contains individual audio and video tapes donated or acquired by the 
Austin History Center. 
 
The compiled list consists of oral histories made by volunteers and members of the Austin History 
Center staff.  Many of the oral histories have been transcribed and copies placed in AF-biography 
files. 
 

Tape Number Subject Recording Date/Transcription 

0125-A, 1471 Dobie, James Frank (1888-1964) "The 
Ghost Bull of the Mavericks" and other 
tales. Discusses Native American raids. 

09/21-22/1960.  No transcription 
available. 

0141 Cutherbertson, Myrtle Seiders. Native 
Americans in the Seiders Springs/Shoal 
Creek (Austin, Tex.) area. 

05/1964. AF - Biography Seiders 
Family. 

0854 Williams, Eve. Tonkawa Indians. 07/16/1991. AF -Subject file - U0600 
(9) Undertakers & Undertaking -- 
Mission Funeral Home and I0400 
Indians – 1975 – Present (Tonkawas). 

1246, 1247 O'Riley, Zelma (“Bicycle Annie;” 
“Indian Princess”). 

04/11/1991. AF - Biography O'Riley, 
Zelma. 

1517 Williams, Eve. Tonkawa Indians. 07/09/1981. AF -Subject File - I0400 
Indians -- 1975 – Present. 

3105 Brown, Ed.  Native American Indians. 10/01/1989.  No transcription 
available. 
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PERIODICALS 

 
The Periodicals Collection includes newspapers, magazines, and newsletters published in or about 

Austin and Travis County. The collection is arranged alphabetically by title. Titles can be found by 

looking in the Periodical Index, located in the Reading Room. 

The Austin History Center has a complete run of the Austin American-Statesman (AAS) since its 
founding in 1871 on microfilm. The following is a listing of the AAS indexes developed by AHC 
staff until 1992, along with other access tools.  
 

1871-76  Computer printout  

1884  Currently being indexed on computer  

1885-1955  No index  

1956-73  Card index  

1973-80  Computer printout only  

1981-92  Online and computer printout  

1989-present  Available through Library Reference Database pages:  
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/library/databases.htm  

 

 

Four Winds, The International Forum for Native 
American Art, Literature and History 

Spring 1980 – Fall 1982 

Southwestern Historical Quarterly, Texas State 
Historical Association 
 

July 1897 – April 2011 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


